
By GEORGIA PURDY
Newsboy Correspondent

Park manager Dan
Odom presented an update
on repair projects and refill-
ing Steinhagen Lake to the
volunteer group Friends of
Martin Dies, Jr. State Park at
their monthly meeting Oct.
12. 

The park, severely dam-
aged by Hurricane Rita, has
not been completely
restored due to a long wait
for clean up and reconstruc-
tion funds. 

Only the Henhouse
Ridge unit, containing 90 of
the 227 campsites, is open. 

The lake, drawn down to
rid it of excessive vegeta-
tion, will be refilled as soon
as repairs are completed on
the bridge across U.S.
Highway 190 and the dam. 

The bridge work should
be completed in three
weeks and dam repairs by
the end of November,
Odom said. 

That would mean that
water could be released at
that time.

“Because Rayburn is so

low, that doesn't necessarily
mean that water will be
released immediately,”
Odom said. “There are also
sloughs to the north of the
park that refill first.”

Even without the lake,
the park is seeing an
increase in visitors.

“Henhouse Ridge is open
and we are full next week-
end,” Odom said. “People
are slowly starting to come
back and we get a lot of
calls.”

Some of those calls are to
check on activities that are
scheduled every year. 

Odom said that families
have been calling about the
annual Haunted Halloween
Hike, for example.

“That's an activity that
families are used to coming
to and we will have it,” he
said. “We had to move it to
the Henhouse Ridge unit so
it won't be the same place,
but it is scheduled for
Saturday, Oct. 28.”

Structural repairs and
additional cleanup will
soon begin in the Walnut
Ridge unit. Fifteen shelters
and the nature center were

damaged by storm and are
still awaiting repair. 

“Structural repairs were
delayed because of insur-
ance issues,” Odom said.
“That has been worked out.
The money is now in place
and will be released soon.
We have a small crew from
Texas Parks and Wildlife
coming. They estimate nine
months of work; however,
by using some of our staff
and volunteers, we could
get the work done in less
time.”

The park also has a con-
tract with the Texas
Department of Corrections
so there are some funds
available for a crew from
TDC to begin work.

Volunteer help was
restricted after the storm
because of the danger of
downed and leaning timber. 

Sufficient clearing of
debris has now made it pos-
sible to accept help from
groups and/or individuals.

“We won't turn down

volunteers,” Odom said.
“We have already had
groups work on trails twice.
We also had a family
camped here who helped.
Volunteers could help us a
lot. Anyone wanting to help
should call the office first,
however, so we have a spe-
cific job lined up.”

Members of the Friends
group asked questions
about the economic impact
to the Jasper area. 

Odom said that the park
ordinarily generated
$350,000 per year and that
has been down to a trickle
since the storm and the
draining of the lake. 

“We had already done
$20,000 in business last
September before the storm
hit,” he said. “That year, in
April alone, we took in
$64,000; so I would say that
the park has a big impact on
the Jasper area. We usually
get 250,000 to 300,000 visi-
tors a year. It used to be that
out of town visitors came

from the Beaumont-Port
Arthur area, but in the past
several years, 60 percent are
from the Houston area and
they don't mind spending
money.”

Odom and his staff are
adamant that weekend
activities continue because
so many of their visitors
come here to participate in
special events.

In addition to the
Haunted Halloween Hike
which begins at 6pm

Saturday, Oct. 28, the annu-
al Cowboy Campfire is
scheduled for Nov. 25. and
the Holiday Celebration,
featuring the Gingerbread
design and construction
marathon is set for Dec. 9.

The staff also continues
the weekend Walk on the
Wild Side interpretive hikes
every month, and they
remain optimistic about
getting back to normal.

“We'll be back,” Odom
said. “We will be back.” 
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Odom says Martin Dies on the mend

‘We will be back’

Audri Phillips, 13; and Teressa Johson, 11.
Johnson also had four blocks. Schbrea Cauley
was top blocker with five. 

Amber Grant had three aces; Julia Morris,
one. Keeyna Mason had two saves while team-
mates Shalitha Middleton, Grant and Johnson
had one each. 

Varsity lost three in a row to Hamshire-
Fannett Friday night: 25-11, 25-19 and 25-8. No
stats were available.  

Jasper’s junior varsity picked up their fourth

district win defeating Hardin-Jefferson 25-11
and 25-8 Tuesday. They lost 25-23 and 25-21
Friday against Hamshire-Fannett.

“JV played really well,” Ivey said. “Breeuna
Hafford and Brittany Bronson had a good night
hitting, Breeuna also had an awesome night
blocking. Michelle Wallace was top serves and
Marissa Mays also did a good job. 

“I didn't get to see them Tuesday because the
games were split between two gyms,” Ivey
said. “Friday night, they played well as a team.” 

Mistakes/Continued from Page 1B

Martin Dies Jr., State Park will hold its
annual “Haunted Halloween Hike” Saturday,
Oct. 28 from 6-8 p.m. at the Hen House Unit. 

In addition to the “haunted” walk, games,
activities and prizes will be offered, complete
with spooky monsters and deranged

Rangers.
There will be goody bags for the younger

trick-or-treaters and survivors of the trail can
eat a hot dog, roast marshmallows and drink
a soda for $1 donation. For more information
call 384-5231.

‘Haunted Hike’ offers spooky
monsters, deranged Rangers

Fish Day!
Catfish 4”- 6” - $29 per 100

6”- 8” - $49 per 100
8”-11” - $89 per 100

to purchase 8”-11” channel catfish - 
you must bring your own water &
container - too big to bag.

Straight Bluegill, Hybrid Bluegill, 
Bass, Minnows, Crappie

Wednesday, Nov. 1st 
4-5 p.m. - Farmers Feed & Supply - 1695 N. Wheeler  • Jasper 

384-8965

TTommy’ommy’s Fish Ts Fish Truckruck
501-796-6349

No pre-orders
necessary

INSTRUCTION NOTE: 
1. Vote for the candidate/statement of
your choice in each race by darkening
in the oval provided to the left of the
name of the candidate/statement. 
2. You may cast a straight-party vote
(that is, cast a vote for all the nomi-
nees of one party) by darkening in the
oval provided to the left of the name
of the party. If you cast a straight-
party vote for all the nominees of one
party and also cast a vote for an oppo-
nent of one of that party’s nominees,
your vote for the opponent will be
counted as well as your vote for all the
other nominees of the party for which
the straight-party vote was cast.
3. You may vote for a write-in candi-
date by writing in the name of the can-
didate on the line provided and dark-
ening in the oval provided to the left of
the line.
4. Use only the marker provided.

Straight Party
m Republican Party
m Democratic Party
m Libertarian Party

United States Senator
m Kay Bailey Hutchison           (REP)
m Barbara Ann Radnofsky       (DEM)
m Scott Lanier Jameson          (LIB)

United States Representative District 8
m Kevin Brady                       (REP)
m James “Jim” Wright           (DEM)

Governor
m Rick Perry                         (REP)
m Chris Bell                          (DEM)
m James Werner                   (LIB)
m Carole Keeton Strayhorn     (IND)
m Richard “Kinky” Friedman   (IND)
m __________________________

Write-in

Lieutenant Governor
m David Dewhurst                (REP)
m Maria Luisa Alvarado        (DEM)
m Judy Baker                       (LIB)

Attorney General
m Greg Abbott                     (REP)
m David Van Os                   (DEM)
m Jon Roland                      (LIB)

Comptroller of Public Accounts
m Susan Combs                  (REP)
m Fred Head                       (DEM)
m Mike Burris                     (LIB)

Commissioner of the General Land Office
m Jerry Patterson                (REP)
m VaLinda Hathcox              (DEM)
m Michael A. French             (LIB)

Commissioner of Agriculture
m Todd Staples                    (REP)
m Hank Gilbert                     (DEM)
m Clay Woolam                    (LIB)

Railroad Commissioner
m Elizabeth Ames Jones        (REP)
m Dale Henry                       (DEM)
m Tabitha Serrano                 (LIB)

Chief Justice, Supreme Court,
Unexpired Term

m Wallace Jefferson              (REP)
m Tom Oxford                      (DEM)
m __________________

Write in

Justice, Supreme Court, Place 2
m Don Willett                        (REP)
m William E. “Bill” Moody      (DEM)
m Wade Wilson                     (LIB)

Justice, Supreme Court, Place 4
m David M. Medina                (REP)
m Jerry Adkins                       (LIB)

Justice, Supreme Court, Place 6
m Nathan Hecht                     (REP)
m Todd Phillippi                     (LIB)

Justice, Supreme Court, Place 8
m Phil Johnson                      (REP)
m Jay H. Cookingham             (LIB)

Presiding Judge, Court of Criminal
Appeals

m Sharon Keller                      (REP)
m J.R. Molina                         (DEM)

Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals,
Place 7

m Barbara Parker-Hervey          (REP)
m Quanah Parker                     (LIB)

Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals,
Place 8

m Charles Holcomb                 (REP)
m Dave Howard                       (LIB)

State Senator, District 3
m Robert Nichols                    (REP)

State Representative, District 9
m Wayne Christian                  (REP)

Justice, 9th Court of Appeals District,
Place 3

m David Gaultney                     (REP)

Justice, 9th Court of Appeals District,
Place 4

m Hollis Horton                        (REP)

District Judge, Judicial District 1A
m Jerome Owens                    (DEM)

Criminal District Attorney
m Steve Hollis                         (DEM)

County Judge
m Janet Cherry                        (REP)
m Mark Allen                           (DEM)

District Clerk
m Linda Ryall                         (DEM)

County Clerk
m Debbie Newman                  (DEM)

County Treasurer
m Rene’ Kelley                        (DEM)

Justice of the Peace, Precinct No. 1
m Ronny Billingsley                 (DEM)
*Voting Boxes 1,2,8,19,21 

Jasper County Emergency Services
District No. 4

The increase in the maximum rate of
the ad valorem tax imposed by Jasper
County Emergency Services District
No. 4 from three (3) cents per one
hundred dollar ($100) valuation to a
rate of six (6) cents per one hundred
($100) valuation.
m For
m Against
*Voting boxes determined at voting
site by physical address

County Commissioner, Precinct No. 2
m Kenneth “Cigar” Cofty          (REP)
m Roy Parker                          (DEM)
*Voting boxes 3,5,6,7,11,20 

Justice of the Peace, Precinct No. 5
m Brett Holloway                      (REP)
*Voting boxes 3,4 

Justice of the Peace, Precinct No. 2
m Freddie Miller                       (DEM)
*Voting boxes 5,6,7,11,20

County Commissioner, Precinct No. 4
m Vance Moss                         (DEM)
*Voting boxes 9,15,16,17

Justice of the Peace, Precinct No. 4
m C.E. “Joe” Wilkinson            (DEM)
*Voting boxes 9, 15,16

Proposition
Do you support the incorporation of the
town of Buna as a Type B municipality?
m In favor
m Against
*Voting boxes 9,15

Justice of the Peace, Precinct No. 3
m Susan Ratcliff                      (DEM)
*Voting boxes 10,12,13,14

Justice of the Peace, Precinct No. 6
m Steve Connor                       (DEM)
*Voting box 17

Constable, Precinct No.6, Unexpired
Term

m Tommy Robinson                 (DEM)
*Voting box 17

Early voting locations
Jasper County Courthouse annex—
Oct. 23-28, Oct. 30-Nov. 3 

Kirbyville sub-courthouse, Buna
Methodist Church, Evadale Fire Hall
and Browndell Community Center—
Oct. 27-28

All locations are open from 9 a.m.-6
p.m.

Sample Ballot • General Election

&Law 

Office of

“Call a lawyer you can talk to!”

Houston
(281)280-8950
16868 Royal Crest Dr • Houston

Not Certified By The Texas Board Of Legal Specialization

East Texas
(409)698-3075

(888)241-6061
2461 HWY 255 • Sam Rayburn

Visnoski
Visnoski

WORKER’S COMPENSATION
SOCIAL SECURITY


